Les Dames D’ Escoffier, Hayley Matson-Mathes, 941-9088 or cell, 255-4426

Les Dames D’Escoffier Green Tables Initiative on Friday

June 23, 2009--The Hawaii Chapter of Les Dames D’ Escoffier (LDEI), a professional women’s culinary  organization, will conduct a Green Tables educational experience for 40 tenth-grade public school students on Friday, June 26, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., sponsored by the Outrigger Waikiki on the Beach. The students are participants in the Clarence T.C. Ching PUEO program at Punahou School, a partnership with the Hawaii State Department of Education that encourages and reinforces college readiness among selected public school students.  The students will tour the Outrigger Waikiki on the Beach and learn about careers in the foodservice and hospitality industry. They will lunch at the Hula Grill Restaurant and learn about the sources of local foods and the challenges facing farmers in producing and marketing foods.  

The menu will include a fish tasting, Kalua Pig Potstickers, Nalo Greens, fresh pasta with locally grown tomatoes and homemade bread.  Nutrition and etiquette will be taught throughout the lunch by members of the Les Dames chapter and members will share information about their careers as culinary educators, caterers, restaurant managers, food and beverage directors and chefs.  

Les Dames D’Escoffier is an international organization of women leaders who create a supportive culture in their communities to achieve excellence in the food, beverage and hospitality professions. The Green Tables educational initiative, created by Les Dame D’Escoffier International, focuses on creating and delivering food and nutrition based educational programs to schools, chefs, farmers and communities.

Partnerships in Unlimited Educational Opportunities (PUEO) was founded by Punahou School in 2005 to serve public middle and high school students. The goal of the program is to spark a love of learning that will encourage students to attend college. PUEO utilizes the facilities and human resources at Punahou School for a seven-year educational experience of summer school classes, small-group mentoring and academic year group activities.  PUEO is the most comprehensive program of its kind in the nation, serving 200 students from 35 public middle and high schools on O’ahu.  By 2011, the program anticipates reaching its capacity of 280 students.  

Outrigger Enterprises Group is one of the largest and fastest growing privately-held leisure lodging and hospitality companies in the Asia Pacific and Oceania regions and continues to expand its presence throughout the area. A family-owned company with more than 60 years of hospitality experience, Outrigger runs a highly-successful, multi-branded line of hotels, condominiums and vacation resort properties, including Outrigger® Hotels & Resorts, OHANA® Hotels & Resorts, Outrigger Condominium Collection®, Embassy Suites®, Best Western® and Wyndham Vacation Ownership®.  ###
